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History of the Dniversity Women's (dub of 5t. Thomas

Uoiversity Women's Clubs are crganised in fifty countries of the world
under the Internaticnal Federation of Unlversity Yomen. In Canada the Canadian
Fadaration of University Women's Clubs, now mumbering one hundred, wes organized
at a meeting in Winnipey in August 1915. The avowed curncae wWno two-fold: to
facilitate scceas of women to higher educetion, amd to prowmote frisndshin and
understanding among university women throughout the world without regard to race,
relijion or political opinions. These purposes envisaged by our founders are
equally walid today.

In 1951 the London Urdversity Women's Club, wishing to further extend
the work, mode enquiries about interested persons in St. Thomas, through an
advertisement 4in the 5, Thomew Times Jourmal. They received a number of answera
and it wos felt there was sufficient intersst to proceed. A meebing called by
¥rs. Clark MacDoupall met at tha T.W.C.A. June 15, 1951, The London Club, vepre-
ssnted by Mra. Howard Hayman, President, Miss Certrude Eodkin, Dr. Dorothy Turville,
Yra, T. H, Lewis and Mra. Hertloy ['. Thomas exploined the aims of University Woman's
Clubs, and outlined procedurs of orpamization. From this meeting an arpanigational
meeting was arranged and took place on Scntamber 27, 1951 at the home of Mra. Clark
MaeDougall , whan the Undversity Homen's Club of St. Thomas was forwed.

Tha Charter resbore of the club were:

Mrs. Jean Bates Mra. Catherios Mathers
Mre. Belty Clark Mrs. Muriel MiDougall
Miss Oertrude Cole Miss Marion McIntyrs
kiss Ooris Coverdals Kisa Doris Paddon
Fiss Mary Belle Edwmonde Miss Verna Fonsford
Mrs. bary Hare Miss Marguret Price
Ir. Lillism Puntar Minn Ola Raith

Mrs. Msmis Littlejohn Mrs. Mary Sonders
Mra. Fileen HacArthur Hra. Flora Sifton

¥re. Moresn HacDonald Hrs. Mabal Stillwell
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Mrz. Inog Hacaibuhon Hra,. Varma Wollar
Hrs. Albarta MacEoy Miss Ellean Wallace
Miss Edith HacKay Oy, Mary Wabstar

Mrs. Florence Martin
The first prosident of tha club, Mrs, 4. B. Stillwell, had for her
axacutive: Vice-president - Miss Verna Fonsfo¥d, Sscretary - Mres. Clark MacDougall
Tregsurer - Miss Eileen 'lallace, Federztion Secretary - Dr. Lillian Hunber,
Membership Convensr - Riss Msry Pelle Edmonds, arnd Social Copvener - Miss Doris
Paddon. The club moets on the second Thursday of each month at Alma College. Any
wosGn who holds an aoproved degree from & collega or university recogmized by the
committae on stendards of the International Federntion of University Yomen is aligible
for momborship in the University Yomen's Llub of 5t. Thomas.
The purpose of the club 1a:

1. To provido an opportunity for fellowship and sccial activity among university

wopan praduates in tha community.
2. To asgist in developing & sournd concept of educational and cultural wvelues,

and in maintaining s high standnrd of education in our community.
3. (a) To promote higher education of women by the establishing of local prizas

and scholarshipa.
(b) Through affiliation with the Canadinn Federation of Undiversity Women, to
encourape rescarch by the satablishing of gradusts scholarships for women,

i. To afford sn opportunity for the expression of considered and united opinion

on questions of loecal and national impertance.
S« To stimulate interest and participation in political, social and eultural

actlivitias.
In aceoydance with this murpossa the 5%, Thomas University liomen's Club
contributes to the Federstion graduste scholarships for women.
Locally an annual scholarship is awarded to the pirl of the 3t. Thomas
Collaginte Institute and Cemiral Elpin Colleglate Institute having hijhest zeademlc
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standing. bBook prises are awarded anmally to stodents excelling in English
Iiterature st the uirthur Voaden Socondary School. The funds for these scholarships
and prizes are obtained by personel donation, fees, and through a fund sstablished
by the sele of magazine subscriptions.

The ciub for a mumber of years sssumod responsibility for halping a refugee
University Woman graduate in Burops. Two such persons have been assisted in this way.

Since our founding the club has besn visited by a mumber of national
presidents - In October 1954 - Dr. Martha Law

Dacember 1555 - Mra. A. 5. Horton

October 1962 - Miass Margaret Haclallan,
and also by cur Hational Vice-President kre. laura Sebia in April 1962, Our club was
sntertained by the Morfolk County University Wemen's Club at 2 meeting held in Simcoe
May 8, 1958 when National President Dr. Diris Saunders was guest speaker.

Sipoe its bepinning the elub hos studied a mumber of economic and legal
questions which were of perticular interest, s.g. - Status of Women, Egual Pay for
Bqual York, laws for llomen and Children, Seccession Duties and the Estate ict.

In connection with these K lstters wers sent by the individual wewbers to
our leebers of Parligment, both Provincial and Federal, urgirgneeded reformas. In sach
case favorable replics were received.

Letters ware also sent to Parlismentary wembers regarding the preservation
of Byrons' Bog, and the develooment of White‘s Pond as o perk area.

Ain active interest has been taken in Penal Raform and study was given to
"Reform of ‘‘omen's Prisons, Probstion, and Juvenile Courts.

After considerable study on the latter subject it was felt that definmitas
action should be taken. An open meeting at the Y.M.C.A. was arranged with Danial

Coughlin, Director of Probation Services for Omtario on November 2, 1953. This was
attanded by repressntatives of vsrious interested clule, by city officials and
méembers of the judieiary.

Resultant {rom= the impotus given at this meeting the Juvenile Court was
subssquently established in County Court.
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In the realm of the “Cultursl Relntions® the club has taken a keen
interest, and the studies snd tslks have included such topies as Music and Kedicine,
Farly Theatre, Study of Flays at Sratford, the Stratford Theatre and Work Shop,
Fodern Art, Modarn Foetry, Book Hevicws, ‘ork of Idbreriss, Textliles, Interior
Docoration, Maritime Crafts and Eskimo Art, We have also had n mumber of wecellent
travellogues piven by membars who have travelled sbread. Talka hove been heard aboub
historic spots such o8 Sparte angd the BEruvce Pendnsula.

Topics of Educational Interest hove held a major rele in the programmes
of the club. Included in those studied were the "New Secondary School Prograzme”,
"Speech Therapy®, "Crisis in To-day's Education®, Panal Discussions, Consumer
Education, the "Work of the Credit Bureau®”, "Inveatments” and recently a most
intereating revort on the World Confersmce of Organizations of the Teaching Pro-
Tzasions held at Rio de Janiero in the susmer of 1963. This was given by one of
our mezbers Miss Ola Beath, Past presidenl of the Women Isochsra’ Aszsociation of
Ontario, who attended the confarance.

International affaira have offered many interesting meetings when countrisa
gtudied have ineluded Iren, Peru, Africa, Alsskas, China and Formosa, Indian Affairas,
the United Mations and the Colombo Flan.

Belioving that there wers many interssting historic and cultural spots
within easy trovelling distance a rroup wos formed within the club, known as the
FJounters' Club®., Trins woere made to musoums in 5t. Thomos, Simcom, and London,
to the Yellacelury plassworks, thes salt mine in Yindser, the Tulip Festival in
Holland, Michigan, and to bhe Niasgara Peninsula where the grovp toured the Hydro
Development md tunnols, the theatre at Vinelard, Tort George and the canals at
Welland. Places nearer home which were visited were the Pinecroft Pettories, Ceramic
Industry in London, Port falbot, the Indian Mounds at Southwold, Turkey Peint, the
Gand Dunco and the Oshwegan Falr at Munocey.

In lirhtear vein the club has had eveulngs of soclal entertaimment whwn
the themes have included a revival of Twelfth Night customs and plays, a Jopanese
party, a Mediaeval porty, Dinners, Fot Luck suppera and bridges.
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Anpoal Council Meetings snd Regplonal Confarencesa are held yearly on
the Provincisl level. These are usoally attanded by renreasntatives of our Mlub,
Every third year a National Conferenco the "Iriannial Conferenca’ is held,

his latter 43 to ba hald ia Viandpeg in Aupust 196k when the thems will
be "Canadian Mosaic -- Changing Patterns in Cenadion Oultura® with three seminars
covering the areas of Fducation, the Oronbive Arts ond the Intarnational Sphere,

Through a Newsletter and the Yearly Reports in ths Chrondcle tha clubs
of the Federation are kept informed of club activities locally, meticnally md
internationally and one findsthat many mewbers of the Federation are contribmbing
liberally to the seiious investigation of community problems and are using their
talants and spacialized training to pull thedr weight in motters of pubilde concern,
As our Federation president, Margaret Maclellan, has sald ~- "As we enter the final
yoar of the Sixteenth Triennium, it is well to pouse—to look bociward in eritical

apmraisal of our achievemente and to lock forward with confidence and hope”,
Proasant Officers and Convensrs:

President - Mra, J. M. Douglss

Vice~Preaident - Miss Mary Belle Edmonds
Programme Secretory - Miss Mary Belle Edmonds
Secretary - Mise Norms Sharpu

Tressurer - Wra, Jamés Brawley

Federation Representative - Miss Kargaret Durst
Hemborahip Comvenar - Mra, Cecil Lindsay

Social Convener - diss Jeanns ©aunders.

Compiled by: Mabel Stiliwell
Yarne Walker




"University Women
Elect Officers

Mri. G. B 8tlpvell i Named ma
" president of Mew Club

The first mecling of the, Univer-
ally Women's Club was ‘held oo
Trarsday ab the home of Mo W,
B, Mathers, 138 Wellinglon: sireel |
Mrs. G. Walker took the chalrp
and read the reportiof he nomi-
sniing commiltee. The report WAS
carried and the [following pecpli
jwere clecled as odficers

Mrs, G. . Stillwell; vice-president,
Mizs Verds: Penaford; secrelary,
Mrs. C. MecDougall; treasurer, Miss

|

Sanders, of 5k Thomis Mlrd.
Fergusion “Belween Us®” 1“_“
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